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OF THE LATE 


THOMAS RUNDLE, I. L. D. 
Lord Biſhop of Derry in Ireland, 


TO 


MRS. BARBARA SANDYS, 


OF MISERDEN, GLOCESTERSHIRE., 


WIT 


INTRODUCTORY MEMOIRS, 


B Y 


JAMES DALLAWAY, M. A. 


OF TKINITY COLLEGE, OXFORD. 


IN TWO VOLUMES. 
V0 1. 1. 
Ruxor has a Heart. Porz's Dial. 2, 1. 72. 


| Though from native Sunſhine driven, 
Driven from your Friends, the Sunſhine of the Soul, 
By flanderous Zeal, and Politicks infirm, 

Fealous of Worth. 


TrxomtoNn's Poem to the Memory of Lord Tar nor 


GLOCESTER: 
PRINTED BY R. RAIKES; 


FOR T. CADELLy, IN THE STRAND, LONDON 5 
AND $0LD BY THE BOOKSELLERS IN BATH, GLOCESTER, &e. 
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Vor. I. 


xviii for and read any 
xxxix for coverſation read converſation 
 Ixvit For ingenious read ingenuous | 
Ixxix por unſincere read inſincere 
for moſt admirably read moſt amiably 
for degredation read degradation 
Ixxxi for ſcarſely read ſcarcely | 
cxxxV for MeDuUSA read MEDEA 


elxix for AnMevewev Auarrrn read dne 
Ev Grycerry as in p. 59 
elxx for ſecond ſon read ſecond ſurviving 


ſon 
5 Vor. II. | 
=P az< 44 for reader read writer 
177 for Mr. GzoRGe SanDYs read Mr. 


GEORGE SAYER 
189 for 1730 read 1736 
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BIOGRAPHICAL 
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HESE epiſtolary re- 


mains, of one whoſe 


virtues were more ſincerely 
applauded, and whoſe foi- 
bles were more ſeverely ex- 
poſed, than thoſe of any of 
his contemporaries, are ſub- 
mitted to the public with 
diffidence, and with reſpect. 
That they are genuine, may 
Vol. I. " attract 
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attract attention, and, as the 


effuſions of a refined under- 
ſtanding availing itſelf of po- 
pular topics, and intended 
ſolely for amuſement in an e- 
legant retirement, ſhould they 
fail of approbation, they may 


yet be entitled to candour, 


To the objections of a late 
celebrated Critic &, they are 
in ſome reſpects not liable, 


as they were written, not 


* Dr. JonnsoNn's Life of Pope, vol. iv. 


p. 97 


with 


BIOGRAPHICAL PREFACE, iii 
with the remoteſt deſign of 
public inſpection, and now 
owe it to an accident, for 
which it may be neceſſary 
to ſolicit the public indul- 
gence. Had this been the o- 


riginal intention, they would 


have probably appeared in a 
more regular ſeries, and at 
an earlier period. The cir- 
cumſtances they allude to, 


and record, are of courſe 


moſt intereſting to thoſe few, 


who retain © a living memo- 
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iv BIOGRAPHICAL PREFACE. 
ry of things ;* but may even 


conduce to the entertainment 


of others, if it be remem- 


bered, that Dr. RUNDLE was 


aſſociated with that conſtel- 


lation of genius, which en- 
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lightened an age, by modern 
liberality ſtyled the Avcus- 


TAN. 
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Mrs. BARBARA SANS, 


„ „ — 


to whom theſe letters are ad- 
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dreſſed, was a daughter and co- 
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heir of Sir WILLIAM KYRLE, 
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BIOGRAPHICAL PREFACE. „ 


Governor of Carolina. This 
family, originally from Flan- 
ders, obtained a ſettlement 
in the county of Hereford, 


during the reign of King 


HENRY the Seventh, and 
changed their paternal name 
from CRILLES to KyRLE.— 
They claim JohN KyRLE, 
Eſq; the far-famed Man of 
Roſs.” 


BARBARA KYRLE was born 
in 1683. Her father entruſ- 
a 3 8 


vi BIOGRAPHICAL PREFACE. 

ted her during her minority, 
to the guardianſhip of Dr. 
SIMON. PATRICK, ſucceſſively 
Biſhop of Chicheſter and Ely, 
into whoſe family ſhe was 


received, and improved thoſe 


extraordinary advantages of 
education, which, from the 


manly faculties of her mind, 


ſhe was: inclined, and ena- 


bled to acquire. She was 


ſome years afterwards mar- 


ried to WILLIAM SANDYS, 


Eſq; of Miſerden, in the 


county 


3 ® BIOGRAPHICAL PREFACE. vii 
county of Gloceſter, of an an- 
. F cient and knightly family, 
who dying without iffue in 
1712, at the early age of 35 
years, left her an ample 
jointure, and the manerial 
reſidence for life. This was 
the ſcene of thoſe virtues, 
which diffuſed bleſſings a- 


mongſt her immediate de- 


pendents, ſo congenial to her 


name, and reahſed thoſe vi- 
ſions, which we now dream 
of the ſtyle and manners of 
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vii BIOGRAPHICAL PREFACE. 


the ancient Engliſi Gentry, 


But, the earlier refinements 
of her mind retained their 
influence, and ſhe could 
boaſt, in the frequent viſits 
of the friends of her youth, 


an intercourſe with many of 


the moſt eminent characters 


in ſociety. 


Of the politicks and the 


literature of her day, ſhe was 


informed by the beſt autho- 


rities; and by a regular cor- 


reſpondence 
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reſpondence ſolicited and ob- 
tained the firfl intelligence. 
The leiſure ſhe could gain 
from the duties of hoſpita- 
lity, and the provident care 
of her poor neighbours, was 
employed in reading ap- 
proved productions of mo- - 
dern literature, and attend- 
ing to her numerous correſ- 
pondents; and it has been 
ſaid, that her letters abound- 
ed in unequivocal proofs of 
an elegant and cultivated 


mind. 
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x BIOGRAPHICAL PREFACE. 
mind. She paſſed thirty- 


three years, without renew- 


ing the matrimonial connec- 


tion, and died in 1746. It 
was ſuppoſed, that her valu- 


able life was ſhortened by 


her paying too ſincere a 


compliment to the opinions 


of the ingenious Biſhop Ber- 


KELEY, to which, on the pe- 
ruſal of Siris, ſhe became ſo 
enthuſiaſtic a convert, as to 
perſiſt in a courſe of tar-wa- 
ter, in direct oppoſition to 
the advice of her phyſicians. 


From 


BIOGRAPHICAL PREFACE. xi 
From the moſt aſſiduous 
enquiries, concerning the par- 
ticular circumſtances of the 


family of Dr. THoMAs RUN- 


DLE, partial information on- 


ly has been gained. He 
was born in the pariſh of 
Milton-Abbot, near Taviſtock, 
in Devonſhire, about the year 
1686; and there are no rea- 
ſons to ſuppoſe, that his con- 
nections were above the mid- 
dle rank. The early rudi- 
ments of literature he im- 


bibed 
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xi BIOGRAPHICAL PREFACE. 


bibed with great ſucceſs at 


the Free-School in Exeter, 
under the care of Mr. Joan 
REvyNoOLDs (an uncle of the 
truly eminent Sir JoSHUA 


REYNOLDS) who had very 


long and reputably conduct- 


ed it. In 1702, he was re- 


moved to Exeter College, 


Oxford, and was entered as a 


Commoner under a Gentle- 


man of the ſame name with 


his former preceptor, and 


probably his relation. About 


this 


<<" "I 


8 


- BIOGRAPHICAL PREFACE. xiti 


this period, Jostrn Tavlos, 
Eſq; of Devonſhire, his friend 


and fellow collegian, intro- 
duced him to Mr. EDWARD 
TaiBoT, of Ortiz College, 
the ſecond ſon of Dr. WII- 
LIAM TALBOT, at that time 
Biſhop of Oxford. The vi- 
vacity of his diſpoſition, and 
the native gentility of his 
manners; ſoon entitled him 
to the friendſhip of Mr. 
TALBOT, which he then fo- 
licited, and by which was 


| ſecured 


xiv BIOGRAPHICAL PREFACE. 

ſecured his eſtabliſhment in 
that illuſtrious family. An 
event which, as it formed 
the firſt æra of his life wor- 
thy notice, continued to be 


the leading feature of it, and 


to mark every viciſſitude of 


his future days. 


He commenced Bachelor 


of Civil Laws in July, 1710; 


and two years afterward, be- 


came acquainted with WI1L- 


LIAM WIISTON. About this 


time 
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BIOGRAPHICAL PREFACE. xv 
time, he was engaged as a 
private Tutor to the only 
ſon of JohN CATER, Eſq; of 
Kempſton, near Bedford. — 
From WuisToN's deſultory 
narrative it may be collec- 
ted, how well qualihed he 
was for that employment ; 
while the ſketch of the reli- 
gious Principles he then en- 
tertained, tho' highly over- 
charged, muſt not be omit- 
ted. Wulsrox's longevity 
included ſo expanded a 


cope, 


xvi BIOGRAPHICAL PREFACE. 

ſcope, that in his memoirs 
of thoſe whom he mentions, 
and had ſurvived, he is 


particularly in-attentive to 


chronological arrangement, 


and tells us too ſoon of what 
afterwards happened. But, 
he wrote his life in the eighty 
ſecond year of his age. #1 
* was acquainted with him 
[ Mr. RUNDLE |] firſt at Ox- 
* ford in the year 1712, 


* when I came thither to 


* WrisToN's Memoirs, p. 268 to 272. 
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ſearch for records relating 


to the Apoſtolical Conſti- 


tutions, and when I was 


endeavouring to form our 


Society, for promoting pri- 


mitive Chriſtianity. He 
was of Exeter College, and 


ſoon introduced himſelf, 


and Mr. REvyNnoLDs his 


tutor, to my acquaintance. 


They both ſeemed very 
ſenſible of modern errors 
and corruptions, and very 


ready to Join with me for 


VoI. I. b oy re- 
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+ reſtoring primitive Chriſti- 
* amty; but Mr. REYNOLDS 
* always ſeemed to think, 
* Oxford could not afford 
9 ant but themſelves, as 
* willing to join in ſuch a 
* foctety. When Mr. RuN- 
* DLE came -afterwards to 
London, he became an 
** hearty and zealous mem- 
ber of our ſociety; and 
introduced into it, ano- 


„ ther excellent young man, 


* Mr. TaLzor, the ſon of 
© Biſhop 
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Biſhop TALBOT, who af- 


terwards took holy orders, 


and died very young, tho' 
not till he had recom- 
mended to his father, who 
was then Biſhop of -Oxford, 
but afterwards of Durham, 
not only Mr. RunDLE, 
but ſeveral others, of his 
intimate friends, who were 
greatly preferred by him; 
and at the late Queen's 
recommendation, before 
ſhe died, been ſtill higher 
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preferred to be Biſhops 


and Deans, and have, I 
think, been ſome of the 


beſt that have been pre- 


ferred in this reign. Dr. 
RUN DLE in particular was 
taken into the Biſhop's bo- 


ſom and family, and thence 


came into the great favour 


of another of that Biſhop's 


ſons, the truly excellent 


Lord Chancellor TALBOT 
whoſe ſudden death wWas 
the moſt greatly lamented 
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by good men, of almoſt 
that of any one in this 
age). However, before 
this time, and before Mr. 
RUN DLE entered into holy 


orders, he became ſo diſ- 


guſted at the corrupt ſtate 


of the church, and at the 


tyranny of the eccleſiaſti- 


cal laws, that he ſometimes 


declared againſt obeying 


them, even where they 


were in - themſelves not 


unlawful, which was far- 


b g ther 
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ther than I could go with 
« him. For, altho' I think 
* our SAVIOUR never gave 


even the Apoſtles them- 


. 


- 


** ſelves, much leſs any mo- 


6 


* 


dern ſynods or convoca- 


. 


tions, any power to make 
* new laws for Chriſtians, 
he having himſelf deliver- 
ed fuch a body of laws to 
* the Apoſtles, and they to 


- 


* us, in their conſtitations, 


cy 
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Vet in cafes where they are 
+ ſilent, and the injunctions 
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= 


3 % lawful, I always aim to go 
1 „ by St. Paul's excellent 
“ rule, As far as is poffible, 
* and as much as lieth in you, 
eiue peaceably with all men. 
« Rom. xii. 18; Which is, I 


confeſs, the proper foun- 
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1 dation of my obedience in 
| E: « ſuch caſes. Now at this 
F< time, when he had no de- 
* fign to take orders, but 
rather defired to proceed 
“ in my downright upright 
** way, and to hazard all he 
b 4 % had 
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C 


* 


had, for promoting primi- 


8 


cy 


tive Chriſtianity, he was 
* recommended to JoHN 
* CATER, of Kempton, Eſq; 
near Bedford, to teach his 


" only 1on, where I was 


* once with him, and where 
T another time, my old 
“ friend, Mr. JohN Law- 
* RENCE, Was With him, 
© whole character, at that 


© time of his life, take from 


© the ſame Mr. LawRENCE's 
* letter to me. When I 


came 
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| BIOGRAPHICAL PREFACE. xxv 
came from Aynho, I found 
a letter from Mr. CATER, 
inviting me to Kempton, 
whither I accordingly 
went. And becauſe 1 
found there the moſt a- 
greeable converſation, e- 
ſpecially in Mr. RUN DLE, 
I could not but commu- 
nicate to you ſome part of 
my pleaſure, after a pret- 
ty deal of perſecution, I 
have met with from my 
neighbouring clergy. I 


* Was 
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was ſurpriſed to find ſo 
young a man, to my ſhame, 
who am fifteen years old- 
er, ſo ready in the fathers 
and eccleſiaſtical hiſtory, 
and indeed fo learned in 
all ſciences ; but what 
gives a luſtre to all, fo 
ſtrictly ſober, ſerious, con- 


ſcientious, (what ſhall 1 
ſay) ſo daringly good and 


honeſt in principle, that 


I thought myſelf to live 


amongſt the primitive 
«© Chrithans 
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BIOGRAPHICAL PREFACE. xxvii 
Chriſtians in the firſt cen- 
tury. N 

* Now, altho' Mr. Run- 
DLE was at firſt ſo zealous 
for religion as a member 
of our ſociety, yet did not 
he keep himſelf in ſo tem- 
perate and abſtemious a 
way of living, as one that 


ſeemed diſpoſed to be a 


confeſſor, ought to uſe 
himſelf to; which made 
that real confeſſor, Mr. 
EMLYN, then fay, that Mr. 


66 RUN- 
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© RunDLE did not ſeem cut 
* out for ſuch ſufferings as 
* confeſſors are to expect. 


* Accordingly Mr. RUNDLE 


* once invited me to eat a 


N * cheeſe- cake, as he termed 


1 “ it, with Mr. TALBOT and 
"1 « himſelf. To which invi- 
| * tation J agreed, without 
[th * ſuſpicion of any particular 1 5 


ce 


deſign. But when came, 


* I found ſuch a collation of 


** wine and ſweet meats pre- 


pared, as little correſpond- 
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ed to the terms of the in- 
vitation. After ſome time 
the ſecret was diſcloſed; 
and I was informed, that 
they were both determin- 
ed to ſign the thirty-nine 
articles, and take holy or- 
ders, and preferment. This 
greatly ſurpriſed me, and 
occaſioned this ſhort but 
ſharp anſwer from me. I 
underſtand you well ; yo 
are going to leave the paths of 


uprightneſs, to walk in the 


ce ways 
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45 WAYS of darknefs, and os 


* will have nothing more to 


«© do with you. Now What 


wonder ſoever may poſ- 
ſeſs other people, at this 
** my ſurprize and anfwer, 
% Mr. ARTHUR ONsLow, 3 | 
* ſometimes Chairman of 


* that ſociety, and one that 


held a frequent correſpon- 
* dence with Mr. RUNDLE 


by letters, for a great while 


together before this time, 


— 
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Will not, Jam confident, 
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BIOGRAPHICAL PREFACE. xxi 
«* wonder at either of them, 
to whom I appeal upon 
* this occaſion. From this 
time an entire breach was 
* made between Mr. Ruv- 
* DLE and me, for many 
* years, inſomuch that he 
% was afraid to meet me, 
** my reproofs were ſo ſharp, 
e and he was ſo little able 


* to bear them.” 


The fingular character of 


WunrsrToN, his profound eru- 


dition, 
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dition, and diſintereſted at- 
tachment to the doctrines of 
Aklus, ſupported by an of- 
tenſible love. of truth, were 
likely to attract the notice of 
young men, who, in the ar- 
dour of free enquiry, did not 
immediately perceive the 
pernicious tendency of their 
new opinions. That theſe 
were ſo cagerly imbibed, was 
a grateful compliment to the 
vanity of this dogmatift ;— 
that they were as readily re- 


nounced, 
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nounced, provoked the moſt 
pointed invective, which he 
ſcrupled not to uſe with in- 
temperate indulgence, when- 
ever his cauſe declined by 


the ſeceſſion of his proſe- 


lytes. Having himſelf re- 


nounced ſecular emoluments, 
as incompatible with his idea 
of primitive Chriſtianity, he 
conſidered them as the only 
barrier to the general recep- 


tion of his tenets. And, he 


therefore upbraided thoſe who 


C after- 
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afterwards relinquiſhed them, 
as yielding only to the bias 
of intereſt ; too confident, to 
ſuſpect a poſſible fallacy in 
his opinions, or a detection 


of his own miſrepreſentations 


of the Holy Scriptures.— 
While he vaunted himſelf 
the intrepid allertor of truth, 
he forgot its native and mild 
dignity, and deſcended to 
the opprobrious fretfulneſs of 
a cynic. Nor was his mind, 
ample and ſtrong as it cer- 


tainly 
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tainly was, uninfluenced by 


conſummate vanity. © The 


«© Fanatic WHISTON,“ fays 


Mr. GIBBON , © told the 
Philoſopher HaLLEy, If it 
had not been for ſuch men as 


LA, 


cy 


© LUTHER and myſelf, you 


ce would have now been kneel- 


* mg before an image of St. 


© WINEFRED.” Upon ſuch 


ſlight pretenſions, could he 

avow himſelf a ſucceſsful re- 

former; and could flatter 
* Roman e vol. v. p. 537. 

c 2 himſelf, 
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himſelf, that he was one of 
thoſe luminaries, by whoſe 
etherial light we are happily 
aſſiſted in the purſuit of rea- 
ſon and the divine truths. 
But it would be uncandid to 
deny, that he exhauſted a 
long life in ſcholaſtic labour 
and ſelf-denial, in elaborate 
inveſtigations of abſtruſe doc- 
trinal poſitions, which he in- 
culcated with indefatigable 
diligence, in inflexible inte- 
grity, and a reſolute con- 


tempt 
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tempt of wealth acquired at 


the expence of conſcience. 
His moral character was 
blameleſs, but not amiable. 
His ſevere manners and ſyſ— 
tems are more readily admir- 
ed, than imitated; while we 
muſt yet lament his want of 
orthodoxy, and pertinacious 


ſcepticiſm. 


Soon after Mr. RunDLE's 
acquaintance with Biſhop 


TALBOT became an intima— 


c 3 cy, 


\ 
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cy, he was ordained by him 
in 1718, and publiſhed a 
diſcourſe on Acts x. 34, 35. 
In 1720, he was promoted 


by that Prelate, on his re- 


moval to Saliſbury, to the 


Archdeaconry of Wilts; and 
upon the demiſe of Mr. Ep- 
WARD TALBOT, in the ſame 
year, was conſtituted Trea- 
ſurer of the church of Sarum. 
Theſe were the firſt bounties 
of his munificent patron, who 
retained him from this time 


as 
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as his domeſtic Chaplain, and 
particularly delighted in his 
elegant manners, and bril- 
liant coverſation. 

Upon his farther tranſla- 
tion to Durham, the Biſhop 
continued Dr. RUN DLE of 
his houſhold ; who was col- 
lated by him, Jan. 23, 1721, 
to the firſt ſtall in that Cathe- 
dral; but on the 12th of 
November in the following 
year, was removed to the 


twelfth Prebend. He had 
0 4 likewiſe 
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likewiſe the valuable Maſter: 


ſhip of Sherborne Hoſpital, 


an appointment incompati- 
ble with the cure of ſouls, 
but which he had never un- 
dertaken. 

If any period of his life 
afforded him more than ordi- 
nary ſatisfaction, it was this. 
He was eſteemed, in a de- 
gree far beyond what is uſu- 
ally to be attained in friend- 
ſhips between perſons of un- 
equal rank, by the great and 

good 
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good family, who patroniſed 
him. He had opportunities 
of gratifying his literary pro- 
penſities, by frequent con- 
verſations with the firſt, in 
almoſt every branch of ſci- 
ence, and by the moſt ſelect 
epiſtolary correſpondences.-- 
During this happy æra, he 
became more known to the 
republic of letters by the 
liberal ſupport he gave to 


THoMsoON, upon his pub- 
liſhing his Winter, whoſe 


acquaintance 
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acquaintance he inſtantly 
ſought; and whom having 
recommended to Lord Chan- 
cellor TALBorT, as a proper 
perſon to ſuperintend his 
ſon's education during the 
grand tour, Thousod found 


himſelf on his return reward- 


ed by a lucrative appoint- 


ment. In 1723 (July g) he 
had proceeded L. L. D. as 
neceſſary to the dignities he 


enjoyed, and was allociated 


with Dr. SECKER, afterward 


Arch- 
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Archbiſhop of Canterbury, as 
reſident Chaplain at the Pa- 
lace at Durham. When the 
Biſhop died, in 17g0, his 
ſon, the Lord Chancellor, 
more particularly diſtinguiſh- 
ed Dr. RUNDLE as his friend, 
and entertained him on the 
ſame terms as his father 
had done. The firſt effort 
made for his advancement 
was introductory of conſe- 
quences, from which, as is 
obſerved by Dr. JohNso, 

he 
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| 


he became *© unfortunately 
famous.“ 


It has been remarked, that 


the too general tenor of bio- 


graphy is vindication, and 


in the lives of thoſe perhaps, 


where it was neither neceſ- 
ſary, nor expected. But, it 
was the peculiar caſt of Dr. 
RUNpLE's fortunes, that the 
ſincereſt praiſe his friends 


could confer, conſiſted inan 


vindicating his good name 
from the unfounded aſper- 
A 
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ſions that were caſt upon 
it, by eccleſiaſtical prudery. 
More eſpecially as theſe ori- 
ginated, not in his own want 


of orthodoxy, but, that dur- 


ing an age of controverſy, he 
. XR indulged a liberal intercourſe 
it 1 . of rational argument and free 
re. | a diſcuſſion, even of thoſe ſa- 
© X cred truths, which cannot be 
I; XR invalidated by the moſt a- 
| , | cute ſophiſtry, or ſpecious 


ec IR f{peculations, 


In 
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In the early part of the 
preſent century, the taſte of 
the public was particularly 


favourable to ſceptical divi- 
nity ; the pen of controverſy 
was univerſally ſharpened, 
and the ready admiſhon theſe 
tracts found into the cloſets 
of the more thinking part of 
ſociety, called forth and en- 
couraged the moſt ſingular 


varities of hereſy, and thoſe 
moſt ſubverſive of eſtabliſhed 
creeds. The polemics of 

the 
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the church have at length 
prevailed, and theſe endleſs 
treatiſes, univerſally deficient 
in the graces of ſtyle and lan- 
guage, now. reſt unexplored. 
Indeed, the modern philo- 
ſophers abounding in the 
moſt faſcinating diction, of- 
fer a ſurer and more palat- 
able poiſon, which muſt be 
rejected, but for ſuch recom- 
mendations. 

In December, 1733, the 


See of Gloceſter becoming va- 


Cant 
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cant by the death of Dr. Sy- 
DALL, the Lord Chancellor 
ſolicited that preferment for 
his friend, Dr. RUnDLE, and 
the appointment was accord- 
ingly regiſtered in the pub- 
lic prints. Contrarily to his 


Lordſhip's expectation, he 


Was refuſed a requeſt, which 


his eminent ſervices to the 
ſtate entitled him to demand. 
That his recommendation 
ſhould have been thus llight- 
ed, was an unmerited mor- 


tification, 
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tification, had the perſon he 
patronized been leſs connec- 
ted with him; but in this in- 
ſtance the injury more im- 
mediately affected the man, 
whom he had ſelected for his 
unreſerved confidence and 
friendſhip. At this time, 
Dr. Epuuxp G1BSON, Bi- 
ſhop of London, had acquir- 
ed ſuch influence with the 
Miniſtry, in eccleſiaſtical 
concerns, that, as he was 
ſuppoſed to be beſt informed 

ET 
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of the true intereſts. of the 
church, and moſt- ſincere in 
his ſupport of them, both by 


perſonal interference, and 


his paſtoral letters, an im- 


plicit deference was paid to 


his opinion. To his appro- 
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bation alone, four Prelates 
owed their dignities, in the 
courſe of one year. The 
Sees of Wincheſter, Sarum, 
Bangor, and Carl „e, were 4 
reſpectively filled by Drs. 


HoADLEY, SHERLOCK,  CE- 


eit, 
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CIL, and FLEMING, He had 
long entertained doubts of 
the ſoundneſs of Dr. RuN- 
DLE's principles. He had 
probably grounded thele ſuſ- 
picions upon his former in- 
timacy with WHISTON, and 


his forbearance of Chu, 


the profeſſed foes of modern 


epiſcopacy; and was ſo diſ- 
ingenuous as to ſuffer them 
to be confirmed by informa- 


tions, too inſidious to be 


credited by an unprejudiced 


d 2 perſon. 
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perſon, He, therefore, pe- 
remptorily declared againfl 
the admiſſion of a ſuſpected 
Deiſt to the ſacred Bench; 
and Lord TALBO r, after a- 
bly aſſerting the injuſtice of 
the charge, and detecting 
the ſiniſter means that were 
made uſe of to ſupport it, 
withdrew his petition, with 
diſdain. A tranſaction, 


which involved in it, not 


only conſiderations on the 


dignity 
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dignity of the church, and 
the indiſpenſible qualihca- 


tions for the mitre, as a mat- 


ter of general concern; but 


the character and orthodoxy 


of a clergyman already pro- 
moted, and enjoying the 
friendſhip of the moſt diſ- 
tinguiſhed Nobleman of his 
time, could not but be a fre- 
quent topic of converſation, 
In a few weeks, a pamphlet 
appeared, entitled, Reaſons 
alledged againſt Dr. RUNDLE's 
d 3 Promotion 


_- 
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Promotion to the See of Glo- 
ceſter, ſeriouſly and diſpaſ- 
 fionately conſidered, in a Let- 
ter to a Member of Parliament 
for the County of > by 
a Gentleman of the Temple; 


8vo. The author was Dr. 
A. A. SYKES, and it was ſo 
well received, that a ſecond 
edition was found neceſſary. 


In the next year, 1735, the 


ſubject was reſumed in an 


additional pamphlet, enti- 


tled, Some further Conſidera- 


Hons 
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tions on the Reaſons, &c. 8vo. 
The able reaſoning, and the 
very nervous arguments urg- 
ed in favour of Dr. RUNDLE 
in thoſe tracts, as well as 
their extreme ſcarcity, may 
plead in excuſe for the ex- 
tracts, that will be made 


from them. Previous, how- 


ever, to theſe, a narrative 


of fatts may not be impro- 
perly introduced, as collec- 


ted from other documents. 


Mr. WuisToON obſerves far- 


d 4 ther, 
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ther, © + However, when he 
* had taken his Doctor's de- 
« oree, and great preferment 
* at Saliſbury and Durham, 1 
« was informed that tho” he 
had appeared ſo zealous 
« before, for the genuine an- 
« tiquity of the - apoſtolical 
“ conſtitutions, he ſaid now 
* they were not written till 
the fourth century, 1 re- 
« plied, ſeverely, Make but 
* Dr. RUNDLE Dean of Dur- 

* WrsToN's Memoirs, p. 272 to 275. 
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© ham, and they will not be 
« written till the fifth century. 


Nor did the Doctor's great 


i preferment ſucceed well 
“with him, while, by indulg- 
ing himſelf in fine coſtly 


c eating and drinking at Dur- 


* ham, he ſo ſpoiled the tone 


* *© of his ſtomach there, that 


« jt never recovered its na- 
* tural temper, even when 
he lived very abſtemiouſly 
* afterward, But, then it 


* muſt be obſerved farther, 


cc that 
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* that after many years had 
* cooled much of that vehe- 
« mence, which 1 long had 
« uſed towards him, a ſpeci- 
© men of which the reader 
may ſee in my Life of Dr. 
& CLARK, page 38, 39, and 
7 when, we were come into 
« a kind of friendſhip again, 
* as I muſt do him the juſ- 
„ tice to ſay, he was always 
of a very kind, generous, 
« friendly diſpoſition, and 
“ afforded me in particular 


„Con- 
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« conſiderable aſſiſtance in 
« the laſt years of his life, 
e and even near the very 
© time of his death, when he 
rote me a kind letter, to 
* ſend for ten guineas, when 
he was hardly able to write, 
* and therein deſired d 
* & ayer; to his laſt moments, 
„when, I ſay, we came into 
* a kind of friendſhip again, 
it happened, that an un- 
lucky imputation was laid 
* upon him by Mr. VENN, 

« Miniſter | 
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Miniſter of St. Atholin's, 


one that I was well ac- 


mn 


* 


* 
* 


* quainted with, and had a 
good opinion of alſo, as 
if Dr. RUunNDLE had ſpoken 


* 


ſceptically concerning A- 
* BRAHAM'S offering his fon 


«© ISAAC. I never met with 


> 


LA 


the words charged upon b 


c 


* 


him, ſo I cannot give them 


e my reader; the diſcourſe 


. 


wy 


was in the company of Dr. 


: 


* 


ROBERT CANNON, when 
% Mr. VENN was by. This 


was 


48 
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« was ſo charged upon him 


„ by Mr. VENN in a letter to 
« the Biſhop of London, and 


* the charge ſo proſecuted, 
that it was likely to be urg- 
« ed publickly and legally 


« againſt him, when Dr. 


* RUNDLE was to be con- 
* firmed by Dr. Paul. I 
„being, as I have already 
«* ſaid, well acquainted with 
« the accuſer, and the ac- 
© cuſed, went to them both; 
% and upon hearing what 

„ Mr. 
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«© Mr. VENN teſtified, and 


„knowing that Mr. Chou, 


& of Sarum, with whom Dr. 


&c 
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RUNDLE, as Archdeacon 
there, was well acquaint- 
ed, had taken particular 
offence at that part of the 
Sacred Hiſtory, and had 


publiſhed a pamphlet a- 


gainſt it, which I had ſeen, 
and thence began to be 
very ſceptical, I ſuſpected 
ſtrongly that Dr. RUNDLE 
had been to blame, and 
* had 
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% had ſaid more, than be- 
© came a believer of the Bi- 
„ ble to ſay. Accordingly, 
J went to him, and told 
him of my ſuſpicion. Dr. 
© RUNDLE in his anſwer, ut- 
* terly denied the charge: 
But ftill did not impute 
* any wilful falſehood to 
« Mr. VENN : but rather 
* thought the words might 
* belong to Dr. Cannon, 


* and by a miſtake of the 


** ſpeaker be aſcribed to him: 


*© which 
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„ which Dr. CAN NON, we 
all knew, uſed to ſay, that 
« If he had been a Juſtice of 

* Peace in the days of ABRA- 

* HAM, and ſeen him about to | . 
* offer up his Son for a ſacrifice, i 
&* he would have laid him by the T a 
* heels. I charged Dr. Rux- * 
*© DLE farther, that there was 
* reaſon to ſuſpect he had 


« learned that profaneneſs of 


* his converſation upon it. 
Alle replied, that Mr. 


. 
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« CyuBB's pamphlet did not 
* come out till a year or 
ce two after this converſation, 
* whence aroſe the preſent 
* imputation. In this, I did 
*© not then believe him; but 


* upon my going home, I 


(oon light upon the pam- 
as pphlet itſelf, and found it 
ad ewas, as Dr. RuxplE ſaid. 


ot EF © Whereupon, I went again 


or *to Mr. VENN, and told 
it. * him, that ſince this ſuſpi- 
Ir. * cxton of mine about Mr. 
B'S e © CHUBB 
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* CyuBB proved groundleſs; 
„I, who had known Dr. 
* RunpdLE ſo many years, 


* knew no reaſon for any 


* ſuch ſuſpicion upon him. 

© Which, I alſo went and 

* told my old and faithful 
advocate, Dr. PauL; and 

* aſſured him there ſeemed l l 
to be no ſufficient reaſon a 

* for Mr. VENNS accula- f ; 


tion, or for Dr. RundLE's Ml 
rejection upon that ac- 
* count.” 


401 This 
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This detail is dictated by 
that primitive ſimplicity and 
adherence to truth, by which 
his manners were dignified, 
and which gave ſome credit 
even to his erroneous opi- 
nions. But the ſubjoined 


letter from Dr. RUN DLE to 


Mr. Duncowse, on the ſub- 


ject of his diſappointment, 


a- is a no leſs intereſting proof 
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of an ingenious mind. 
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From the Rev. Dr. RUNDLE x. 
'S1R, Edgcumbe, Dee. 9, 1734. 

AM moſt extremely 0- 

bliged to you for the 


concern you have expreſſed 
for my ſucceſs, and ſhall e- 


ver acknowledge the friend- 


lineſs of the advice you have 


given me, though it is by no 
means proper for me to fol- 
low it. The Lord Chan- 
cellor hath been pleaſed to 


 * Hucnes's Letters by Duxcomse, vol. 


II. p. 56. | 
think 
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think his honour concerned, 


more than mine, to defire 
me to be quiet and eaſy, and 
accordingly, I have taken 
not one ſtep in this affair, 
from the beginning, and ſhall 
be ſatisfied with any thing 
that he thinks proper to 
do, without interpoſing any 
ſcheme of my own in the 
leaſt, I deſire not any pre- 
ferment, which muſt be ow- 
ing to a diſregard of him, 


and his honour. If an inti- 


S Z mate 


Il 
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the favour of others, who 


ity wi 


; nor to be 


Poſter 


ty years together, 
to my reputation 


t a ſufficient teſtimony 
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muſt be contented to ſuffer 
for me, the higheſt honour, 
though now it is diſregarded. 
I have not lived with ob- 


the higheſt friendſhip for me, 
preferred to Mr. VENN's, I 


mate knowledge of me, and 


at preſent. 


d 
1s 
{cure men, but have enjoye 


"A... 
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are eſteemed by all that love 

this nation, and our conſti- 
tution. The late Speaker 

hath ſhewn the ſincerity of — , 
his affection for me, on this 
occaſion, He firſt offered 

me his friendſhip, on the ac- 

count of a public diſpute 1 

had againſt TIN DAL and CoL- 

LINS at the Grecian Coffee- 

Houſe, in Defence of Chriſ- 

tianity, and hath continued 

it ever ſince. I am an open 
talkative man, and not one 


2 4 of 
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of my acquaintance ever ſuſ- 
pected my diſbelief of the 
Chriſtian religion, from any 
expreſſion that ever dropt 
from me, in the moſt un- 
guarded hour of vehemence 
in diſpute. I never omitted 
one opportunity of defend- 
ing it in private, when the 
turn of converſation made it 
decent, or in public, when 
the diſputes of the age made 
it neceſſary. I have ſpoken 
charges to the clergy, or 
preached 
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preached on the moſt ſolemn 
occaſions © againſt CoLLins, 
WooLSTON, 'TINDALL, as 
multitudes will, and have, 
teſtified. But from a chance 
_ converſation, Mr. VENN 
thinks otherwiſe. How apt 
he is to miſtake, and report 
his imagination, let his uſage 
of Dr, HuTcninsoN teſtify, 
and I accuſe him of nothing 
more. But Dr. STEBBING 
was alſo offended with what 
I then ſaid. Let his cruel 
ſhocking 


Ixxiv BIOGRAPHICAL PREFACE. 

ſhocking charge againſt Dr. 
SYKES witneſs, how eaſily he 
is provoked, to work up the 
expreſſions of thoſe he diſ- 
likes, into moſt deteſtable 
meanings. But I forgive 
them both, and though they 
treat me thus, I would ſerve 


them if I could to-morrow. 


Though they will not be- 
heve my profeſſions of Chriſ- 
tianity, I will always obey 
and enjoy the conſolation of 


its precepts and promiſes. 


They 
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They may injure my fortune, 


but ſhall not my temper. I 
do not doubt but the Biſhop 


of London thinks me a very 


bad man, and thinks in op- 


poling me, he doth Gop and 
the Church good ſervice ; 


but it is not me, but the 


phantom repreſented to him 


under my name, that he ſo 


vehemently oppoſes. If he | 


knew me, poſſibly I ſhould 
have the favour of his eſteem 


and recommendation. I on- 


ly 


bxvi BIOGRAPHICAL PREFACE, 

ly complain that he prefers 
a tittle tattle hear-ſay charac- 
ter, from men that have no 
intimacy - with me, to the 
Dean of Chri/i-Church, whom 
he loves, to all my acquaint- 
ance, whom he hath exa- 
mined, to the Speaker whom 
he cannot but eſteem, and 
the Lord Chancellor, whom 
every man in England, unleſs 
thoſe who are angry on this 
occaſion, loves, and eſteems, 
and rejoices in his integrity. 


* Dr. CONYBEARE. 


I de- 
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I defire no greater reputation 


in life, than to be named the 


friend of the TarBorT family, 


who loves and is beloved by 
them all; nor any nobler 
_ praiſe, to be inſcribed on my 
grave. If theſe teſtimonies 
on my behalf are inſufficient, 
J am contented to be diſre- 


garded, and muſt ſubmit to 


an uſage, that is as unexam- 


pled as undeſerved. I am 


obliged to you for your good 


wiſhes, and {hall be glad to 


have 


xxvii BIOGRAPHICAL PREFACE, ' 
have it in my power to aſ- 
lure you, that 
I am your obliged, and 
Obedient humble ſervant, 
TT. RUN DR. 


This letter ſufficiently e- 
vinces what were the feelings 
of his mind upon this diſaſ- 
trous event. And, as this 
communication of his ſenti- 


ments was made to a friend, 
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not as a public apology, but 
as a confirmation of the good 


opinion 
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opinion he had entertained 
and aſſerted of him, it muſt 
be ſurely uncandid to ſup- 


pole him unſincere. The 


truly Chriſtian forgiveneſs he 


profeſſes for the unprovoked 
zealots, who were the un- 
derminers of his fame, tho' 
they did not eventually af- 
fect his fortune, proves,— 
moſt admirably proves—that 
he had a heart. And as he 
was ſecured from thoſe uſual 
conlequences of degredation, 


however 
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however unmerited the e- 
vent only of which the world 
generally regards, too indo- 
lent or partial to examine 
the cauſe, he may be pro- 
nounced happy. In this 
view, he muſt be compared 
with thoſe, more frequent 
than known, whoſe proſpeQs 
in life are darkened and ob- 
ſtructed by malevolent inſi- 

nuations and concealed re- 

ſentments, and whoſe friends 
are unable to protect them 


from 
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from the ſhafts of cenſure, 
by the ſcarſely penetrable 
ſhield of preferment and 
proſperity. 

Having ſtated the n 
of oppoſition to Dr. RUN- 
DLE's advancement to an 
Engliſh See, the pamphlet in 
his defence may be wor- 
thy conſideration. It com- 
mences with a ſketch of Bi- 
ſhop G1BsoN's character, who 
is emphatically called the 
Great Churchman, whoſe prin- 
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ciples are deſcribed to be 
highly intolerant, confirmed 
by ſome quotations from his 
own Codex Juris, and applied 
to this particular tranſaction. 
The objections are then ad- 
duced and examined. By 
* obſerving previouſly thus 
© much about the principles 
* of the great Eccleſiaſtick, 
* who has raiſed, and car- 
* ried on, the oppoſition to 
* Dr. RUN DLE, you will, 


* with the more eaſe, reflect 
% upon 
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upon the objections that 
have been raiſed againſt 
him, and the nature and 
tendency of them; and 
you will ſee the reaſon 
why Heaven and Earth 
have been moved, to 
guard againſt the miſchief 
of ſuch a promotion.— 
Let us conſider them in 
the order in which they 
were made. 

«© The firſt objection urg- 
ed againſt Dr. RuNDLE 


f2 * was, 
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% was, —That he was an ene- 

* my to our conſtitution. 
What is particularly 

* meant by this, is hard to 
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* ſay. But when I recol- 
* lect who, and what ſort 
of perſons, thoſe are, who 
6 at diſtinguiſhed and mark- 
* ed under this denomina- 
* tion, I guels it to be, that 
* he is a friend to. liberty: 
* that he is likely to pro- 
* mote- any attempts for its 
© ſervice, and to diſcourage | 
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BIOGRAPHICAL PREFACE. bone 
what may abridge it: that 
he is a perſon of uni- 
verſal benevolence, and 
ſtudious to promote an un- 
limited mutual forbear- 
ance and toleration : that 
he not only claims a right 


to judge for himſelf -in 


matters of religion, but is 


willing to allow other men 


the ſame right: that he 
wiſhes that all religious 


controverſies were left to 


the free and impartial de- 


f3z * cifion 
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© cifion of reaſon and Scrip- 
ture, without annexing any 
* temporal penalties, incon- 
« veniences, or diſcourage- 
© ments, to either ſide of 
* the queſtion. This ſeems 
eto be the meaning of the 
© objection, becauſe, it is 
* known that ſuch as have 


* been, or have been re- 


4 puted to be, in this way 
* of thinking, have been 
* marked, and pronounced 
enemies to our conftitu- 


e tion. „ Sup- 
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“ Suppoſing then that this 


1s meant, what evidence 


can be given, or ought to 
be required, to clear any 
one of this imputation? 
The perſon recommended 
to his Majeſty's favour is 
a conformiſt to the reli- 
gion eſtabliſned; he has 
ſubſeribed the Articles of 


our Church; he has given 


his aſſent and conſent to 
the Book of ? Common 
Prayer; he has declared 


f 4 that 


Wo. 
KHER 
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« that the King's Majeſty, 
* under Gor, is the only 
* ſupreme governor of this 
„ realm; and I make no 
% doubt, but that, if occa- 
“ ſion were, he is ready to 
& do all this again, If there- 
« fore an open teſt of his re- 
« oard to religion, as prac- 
* tiſed in the Church of 
England, be the thing re- 
4 quired ; the Doctor has 
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ay 
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40 along hitherto given as 
* ſtrong evidence of this, as 


6 any 
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any Biſhop, or any other 
man has, or can give, or 
as the law requires that he 
ſhould give. 

„ Does he then now de- 
ſire to be excuſed from 
any act of conformity, 
which either common law, 


or ſtatute law, or any law 


mands? Does he deſire to 


be excuſed from comply: 


ing with the uſages, or 


* with any rights and cere- 


* monies 
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66 


66 


66 
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monies of the Church of 
England? Or is there any 
diſpoſition in him, to make 
any ſeparation from it? Or 
has he taught, or does he 
practiſe, any thing which 
tends to any ſeparation in 
it? His worſt enemies ne- 
ver pretended to charge 
him with any ſuch defign, 
or thought. Whence then 


is it, that any man will 


take the liberty of ſpread- 
ing infamy, and ſcandal, 
| A | ce to 
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to his neighbour's preju- 


judice, without grounds, 


and without reaſon? 

* But, he is a friend to 
liberty; he is deſirous to 
promote the right of pri- 
vate judgment; he is for 


leaving religious debates 


to the deciſion of Scrip- 


ture and reaſon; and he 


is for mutual forbearance 


and toleration: and hence 
it is concluded, that he is 


an enemy to our conſti- 


tution. de 


xc BIOGRAPHICAL PREFACE. 


£6 


cc 


cc 


$6 


Co 


cc 


* that was ſtarted was, That 


of hereſy. 


+ But let us conſider the 


the land have not deter- 


„The ſecond objection 


Dr. RuNDLE was ſuſpected 


objection itſelf. What has 
he ever ſaid or done, that 
might give juſt grounds for 
ſuch ſuſpicion? Or what 
is the thing, what the 
crime itſelf, of which he 
is ſuſpetted ? The laws of 


mined in what this crime 


* conſiſts: 
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conſiſts: And Henry VIIL. 
expreſsly declared it to be 
unreaſonable, that any or- 
dinary, by any ſuſpection 
conceived of his own fanta- 
ſy, without due accuſation 
or preſentment, ſhould put 
any ſubject of this realm 
in the infamy and ſlander 
of hereſy, to the peril of 
his good name. 25 H. 8. 


c. 141 


« If the Doctor be ſuſ- 
pected of any crime, it 


*© muſt 
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“ muſt be ſomething which 
& either the laws of the land, 
* or the Scriptures, i. e. the 
« Jaws of Gop, have con- 
* demned. For to charge a 


* man as a criminal, or to 


“ ſuſpect him of guilt, for 
e that which neither the 
& laws of Gop, nor thoſe of 
& man, have made a crime, 
e is a degree of iniquity, 
„ Which it is hard to find a 


© name for. Now the laws 


o 


of the land have not any 


«© where 
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where defined what the 


crime of hereſy is: nor do 


I remember any act of par- 
liament now in force, that 
tells us what offenders 
ſhall be adjudged to be 
hereticks. 

« It is ſaid, that Dr. Rux- 


DLE ought to clear himſelf 
of certain current unputa- 
What are 


Well; 
they? Are they crimes a- 
gainſt the ſtate? No. Has 


tions. 


any accuſer, or any one 


& that 
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that has any authority, ac- 
* quainted him with his 


crime ? No. Does he 
© know what he is to clear 
* himſelf of? No. Does 


£ 


4 


he know before whom he 
* 1s to clear himſelf? No. 
„% Does he know in what 


t manner he is to do it? 
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he may not hit upon the 
crime imputed to him. 
He 1s to find out his crime, 
and charge himſelf; and 
then he is to diſcharge 
himſelf of it. He is, it 
ſeems, ſuſpected of here- 
iy; and has been calum- 
niated with infidelity. E- 
very friend and intimate 
acquaintance he has, have 
been fifted about theſe 
points ; and they have all 
fully acquitted him: Nor 
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6 1s there a man that knows 


him, that is not fully con- 
* vinced of his innocency. 
* Is the ground of the ſuſ- 
« picion, or of the calumny, 
* even to this day, ſo much 
« as intimated to him him- 
« ſelf? No. Truly it is ex- 
* pected, that he ſhould ac- 


* cule, as well as acquit 
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H % himſelf. Juſt thus does 
that ſacred court of inqui- 
g « ſition proceed; the un- 
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himſelf, without knowing 


his accuſers, or without 


knowing his particular 


crime; or when, or where 


he was guilty. Is this the 
diſcipline and order, the 


vigorous adminiſtration of 


which is the greateſt ſup- 


port to religion, and the 


honour of Gop's public 
worſhip ?—Gop forbid ! 
The next oOhjection 
which was ſtarted, had 
the pretence of promot- 
8 2 


ing 


c BIOGRAPHICAL PREFACE. 
« ing his Majeſty's ſervice, 
«and ſeemed to imply a 
profound regard to that. 
* You know that it was Dr. 
„ RUNDLE's misfortune to be 
* dangerouſlly ill laſt winter, 
and in all appearance not 
« likely to be able to ſtir out 
*© of his chamber before the 
© Parliament ſhould meet; 
© perhaps not, during the 
whole ſeſſion. It was urg- 
« ed then, that that ſeſſions 
©. was likely to be a ſeſſions of 
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BIOGRAPHICAL PREFACE.” % 
great buſineſs : affairs of the 
* utmoſt conſequence to the pub- 
* bc would very probably be up- 
* on the carpet; and it could 
« not be right that a vote ſhould 
* be loſt in the Houſe of Lords, 
* eſpecially con idering the al- 
* tack which was made upon 
** the adminiſtration by thoſe in 
* the oppoſition. How far 
* thoſe in the preſent op- 
* poſition may be right or 
« wrong, I do not take up- 
e on me to determine. But 


g 3 * this 


4 
cii BIOGRAPHICAL PREFACE. 


„this, I think, muſt be al- 
« Jowed; that all ſuch argu- 
„ments as tend to encou- 
rage, and to give life and 
% ſpirit to an oppoſition, 
* muſt be of very great diſ- 
« ſervice to thoſe that are 
e oppoſed. In the preſent 
et caſe, the objection then 
« raiſed againſt Dr. RunDLE 
K implied, that thoſe in the 
* oppoſition were deemed a- 
ple, by the ſureſt friends 
* to 000 Miniſtry, to puſh 


6 matters 
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e matters to ſuch an extre- 
* mity, that one ſingle Bi- 
“ ſhop's vote might poſſibly 


« ſave the adminiſtration.— 


Could greater encourage-. 


ment be given to thoſe in 
the oppoſition, than to ſee 
« the diſtreſs that their ene- 
% mies were drove to? Or 
« with what deſpondency 
« muſt the friends of the ad- 
&« miniſtration act, when mat- 
ters were 1magined to be 


* brought to ſuch a criſis, by 


civ BIOGRAPHICAL PREFACE. 

<« ſo wiſe and ſure a friend. 
© But there is ſomething 
* more miſchievous in this 
% objection than this. It is 
% ſaid, and there ſeems to be 
« ſome ground for the re- 
* port, that a leſs favoura- 
ce ble inclination towards the 
bench of Biſhops has late- 
« ly prevailed in the world : 
« Their conduct, ſome how 
a or other, has given um- 
& brage to | very many per- 


& ſons, both within doors 


«and. 


e 


BIOGRAPHICAL PREFACE. cv 
e and without; and they | 
<* have been repreſented, as | 
« influenced by the hopes of I 
« tranſlations, to be little 
« more than the tools of the 1 


« adminiſtration. It 1s, 1 it 


“ am ſatisfied, a very injuri- f 


* ous miſrepreſentation: But 


yet the objection ſuggeſted 
* at that time againſt Dr. N j 
* RunDLE, has been pro- '" 
* duced as a ſelf-evident de- f ö 


“ monſtration of the truth of 
1 

* ſuch a notion. For it muſt ö ji 
oy | 


« be f 
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cvi BIOGRAPHICAL PREFACE. 
* be owned, that it ſuppoſes 
4 that the new Biſhop was, 
right or wrong, to vote in 
* all points againſt the oppo- 
« ſition ; it ſuppoſes that he 
« was certainly to follow his 
2 ſpiritual guide; and that 
«© unleſs he did ſo, ſome 
* mighty miſchief might 
happen to the nation. 

** But let us imagine with 
the objection, that the 


* right of nomination, or 


the right of oppoſition, is 


66 in 
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I 
3 
g 
f 
: 
3 


OE ooo LOTS YT ISIS 


C 


BIOGRAPHICAL PREFACE. evi 
in any Biſhop or Biſhops ; 
yet, when the objections 
ce againfl a man are made 
public, the world becomes 
* the judge, whether that 
* Biſhop'exceeds the bounds 
* of right or reaſon, or not: 
e the world then is judge of 
« the merits of the caule ; 
* whether the objections are 


* ſtrong in themſelves, or 


„Whether they proceed from 


* weakneſs, or prejudice, or 


* any private views. Now 


none 


eviii BIOGRAPHICAL PREFACE. 

none of the objections a- 
“ gainſt Dr. Rox DLE imply 
* want of learning, want of 
« good temper, defect in mo- 
* rals, or in any one thing 
required to be a Biſhop; 
and it is very well known 
that the man is a man of 
* ingenuity, eaſy in conver- 
« ſation, a man of no guile, 
* 2 lover of truth, a friend 


* to even all thoſe that are 


4 80 f F. 1 * * > * 8 7 Ik ' So LOR. a ri . Id N - - 
* * r „ e n ** A e uu WARMED >. | | — iP bigs * 9 7 


* not of the ſame ſentiments 


< with himſelf, a man of hoſ- 


_ * pitality, 
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6 pitality, generous, of good 
natural parts, and of good 
acquired ones. Surely 
e theſe are advantages, and 
«© not blemiſhes, in a Chriſ- 
tian Biſhop's charaffer : 
and would be recommen- 
« dations, ' and not obſtruc- 


tions, in any other man 


« hut this. 


Admitting therefore the 

* ſuggeſtion, that none muſt 
be made Biſhops, which 
* are not recommended by a 
" Biſhop, 
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4 Biſhop, Dr. RunDLE can 


© have the aſſiſtance of one *, 
as the objection itſelf al- 
© lows; and I aver that he 
* can have the recommen- 
“ dation of ſeveral. He has 
e the favour of perſons of 
« the firſt rank in the kin g- 


* dom, and has their good 


* wiſhes for ſucceſs. And 
if ſuch a recommendation 
be not proper, or ſuffici- 
ent, but all muſt be re- 


Dr. Srckxx, Biſhop of Brifol. 
C ſolved 
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e ſolved into the arbitrary 
* will of one ſubject; fare- 
well liberty, farewell learn- 
* ing, farewell merit; and 


let flattery and {lavery, im- 


4 plicit ſubmiſſion, and ar- 


* bitrary impoſition, ride in 
* triumph ! 

„ Whilſt theſe, and ſuch- 
like objections were ſpread- 
„ing, a new ſcene opened: 


A couple of zealous Cler- 


© gymen trumped up a pri- 


vate converſation of four- 


"teen 
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cxii BIOGRAPHICAL PREFACE. 
* teen or fifteen or ſixteen 
« years, ſtanding; in which 
© it ſeems that Dr. RuN DLE 
* ſaid ſomething which then 
* ſhocked one of theſe good 
4 men; but as to the parti- 
* cular words, it is ſaid, that 
cc he does not recollect them: 
* —--The other's zeal has 
' < prompted him to produce 
„ them; and he has com- 
© municated them to the Bi- 


* ſhop of London. 


ce Upon 
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* Upon this I muſt ob- 
* ſerve, 1ſt, That, admitting 
* the thing to be true, it is 
* in itſelf ſo ſhameful a thing 
*to take up with, or to 
* countenance ſuch' ſcandal- 
* ous informations, that it is 
incredible that this ſhould 
„have any weight or influ- 
© ence. For who does not 
* know, that the tone of the 
1 voice, the motion of a 
* hand, the geſture of the 
** body, frequently determine 
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* the ſignification of words? 


* A preſent unpremeditated 
« thought might ariſe; a ſo- 


** lution of a difficulty ad Ho- 
* minem, which a man might 
* know to be falſe in itlelf, 
yet fit to be offered to 11- 
* lence a particular perſon ; 


* a thing very abſurd, yet 


ce that had been met with in 


* books, or had been heard 


% from others; a thou- 


« ſand of theſe circumſtances 
„might happen, which may 


*© make 
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make it now impoſſible to 
q judge of a detached paſſage 
in an evening conference. 
„But be it what it will 
6 that was ſaid, it was That 
*© which ſhocked one of theſe 
Gentlemen very much. And 
* where is the harm of that? 


Perhaps at that time of life 


he might eaſily be ſhock- 


«© ed at even a demonſtrable 


* trath: Nor is it impoſſible 
* but that he may be ſo at 


* ſome truths, even now. — 


h 2 % Nor 


cxvi BIOGRAPHICAL PREFACE. 
Nor is it any evidence that 
* a thing is falſe, becauſe it 
e appears ſhocking to one 
* that might not have conſi- 
** dered the ſubject, or might 
have prejudices to over- 


ene . 


But we will diſmiſs the 
arguments of this ſpirited a- 
pologiſt with the occaſion of 
them, by obſerving, that if 
his reflections are made with 


P. p. 6, 8, 9, 11. 
more 
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more than decent acrimony, 
ſomething may be allowed 
for the zeal of private friend- 
ſhip, and the popularity of 

his ſubje&. : 
The Biſhop of London, wil- 
ling to palliate the oppoſition 
he had made to the Lord 
Chancellor's recommenda- 
tion, propoſed Dr. MARTIN 
BENSON, the friend of Dr. 
RunDLE, for the vacant See, 
who accepted of the dignity 
” the biographer of Arch- 
h 3 biſhop 
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cxvii BIOGRAPHICAL PREFACE. 
biſhop SECKER allows #) with 
a diſinclination bordering 
upon reluctance. He re- 
tained it many years, the 
delight and ornament of his 
dioceſe of Glocefter, from 
which he was never tranſ- 
lated. 

With this reſult Dr. Rux- 
DLE was well ſatisſied; and 


the ſupport which he receiv- 


ed from his great patron, was 
ſoon farther exerted in his 
nomination to the Very lu- 


crative 


* Life of SECKER prefixed to his ſermons. 
P. P. IO, 17. | 


BIOGRAPHICAL PREFACE. cxix 
crative Biſhoprick of Derry, 
in Ireland. 

It appears from the letters 
of Archbiſhop BouLTER * to 
the Duke of DorseET, and 
of Mr. PuLTENEyY+ to Dr. 
Sw1FT, that the firſt notices 
of this promotion were re- 
ceived with diſguſt by ſome 


of the moſt eminent charac- 


ters in Ireland, who had im- 


bibed the prejudices of po- 


* BoULTER's Letters, vol. ii. p. 145. 
+ SwirT's Miſcellanies. 
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cxx. BIOGRAPHICAL PREFACE. 

pular clamour; and thought, 
without examining the cir- 
cumſtances, that the rejec- 
tion from an Engliſh Mitre 
could be no qualification for 
one in Ireland. But before 
theſe objections can avail, it 
muſt be proved that the ori- 
ginal deficiences, whatever 
they were ſuppoſed to be, 
did truly and really exiſt. 


He was conſecrated in Fe- 


bruary 1734-5; and imme- 
diately prepared to viſit his 
Biſhoprick, 
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Biſhoprick, and to combat 


the injurious prepoſſeſſions 
chat were formed to his diſ- 
credit, and which were too 
induſtriouſly propagated, to 
have been ſo readily and ef- 
fectually diverted, by a mind 
leſs amiable, and by integrity 
leſs firm, than that which he 
poſſeſſed. To conciliate the 
diſtorted affections of thoſe 
we have never perſonally of- 


fended, has been found to 


be a taſk of no ſmaller Aiffi⸗ 


culty, 
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culty, than to regain the 
good opinion of thoſe, whom 
we have really injured : and 
it argues ſuperior powers of 
mind, and a cauſe acting 
with double conviction when 


clearly explained, by which 


ſuch an effect was produced 


and eſtabliſhed. By the 
metropolitan (Dr. BOULTER) 
upon perſonal introduction 
and acquaintance, he be- 
came highly valued; and the 
rigour of his right reverend 


brethren was ſoon ſoftened 


by 


BIOGRAPHICAL PREFACE, ci 


by the ſingular mildneſs of a = 


deportment, which had not 


given, nor would take of- | 


tence. They did not, how- 


ever, eſcape the ſevere laſh 


of Dean SwirrT, Who 1a- 


tirized them in two copies 


of verſes, with a freedom of 


ſentiment, in which even his 


_ uſual. aſperity ſeems to be 


exceeded, 
RuNDLE, @ Biſhop !/—well be may, 
He's ſtill a Chriſtian more than they ! 
1 know the ſubject of their quarrels, 
The Man has learning, ſenſe, and morals. 


MI15CELLANIES. 


His 


cxxiv BIOGRAPHICAL PREFACE. 
His letters to Mr. Poet + 
afford a more pleaſing teſti- 
mony of his good opinion 
of the new Biſhop. In one 
dated from Ireland, he ſays, 


60 I have the honour to 


5 


wy 


know Dr. RUNDLE ; he 1s 
indeed worth all the reſt 


you ever ſent us; but that 


0 


7 


o 


** 


4 


* 


is ſaying nothing, for he 


5 


* 


anſwers your character: I 


6 


LA 


have dined thrice in his 
* company. He brought 
* Porz's Works, vol. ix. Letters 79, 80. 
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over a worthy Clergyman 
of this kingdom as his 
Chaplain, which was a 
very wiſe and popular ac- 
tion. His only fault is 
that he drinks no wine, 
and I drink nothing elſe.” 


To which Mr. Pos replies, 


* I am glad you think of 
Dr. RunDLE as I do. He 
will be an honour to the 
Biſhops, and a diſgrace to 
one Biſhop, two things 
you will like: but what 


* yau 
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cxxvi BIOGRAPHICAL PREFACE. 

* you will like more parti- 
“ cularly, he will be a friend 
* and benefactor to your un- 
© friended and unbenefitted 


© nation; he will be a friend 


* to the human race, where- 
* ever he goes. Pray tell 
% him my beſt wiſhes for his 
« health and long life : I 
* wh you and he. came 
over together, or that I 
were with you. I never 
© ſaw a man ſo ſeldom whom 
* I liked fo much as Dr. 


© RUNDLE.” Dr. 


— 
= 


BIOGRAPHICAL PREFACE. cxxvii 
Dr. Swirr adds in another 
letter. * He is eſteemed 


* here as a perſon of learn- 


« ing and converſation, and 


* humanity; but he is be- 
loved by all people.” 


A reſidence of a few years, 


and repeated acts of public 
munificence and private ge- 


neroſity, gradually endeared 


him to the people of Ireland. 
He felt from their gratitude 


A ſatisfactory complacency, 


and became mutually attach- 


ed 
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ed to his dioceſe and clergy. 


His friends in England he had 
frequent opportunities of vi- 


ſiting, and of receiving at his 


own palace; he had there- 
fore no great reaſon to la- 
ment the want of their ſo- 
ciety. Two letters (one of 


which has never before ap- 


peared) exhibit an intereſt- 


ing delineation of his life and 
habits, perfectly * | 


and conſiſtent. 
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_ To Josern TayLoR, Eq: 
Dublin, January 3, 1738-9 
T is an age, my dear Tav- 
LOR, ſince I heard from 
you. I hope nothing worſe 
than perverſe buſineſs hath 
obtruded itſelf ſo entirely on 
your mind, as to drive me 
from it. If you are happy, 
I ſhall be very eaſy, what- 
ever is the motive; becauſe 
1 am ſure nothing can have 


made your old friend leſs 


1 dear 


cxxx BIOGRAPHICAL PREFACE, 
dear to you than formerly, 
Tho' this winter has its in- 
fluence on my crazy conſti- 
tution, yet the noble cor- 
dial, tþecacuanha, frequen tly 
taken, undoes all the miſ- 
chiefs of the weather, and 
makes me enjoy eaſe and 
chearfulneſs, in ſpite of the 
ſeaſon. We have here cer- 
tainly the moſt fine winters, 
and dreary ſummers, that 
can be imagined. Scarcely 
a day paſſeth but the greateſt 


BIOGRAPHICAL PREFACE. Gin | Ti 
part of it is mild and bright, | 
as April; and if a few happy 1 | 
ſhowers refreſh the ground, 


a gentle wind fans it away 
preſently, and all is ſerene 
and delightful, during the 
dark days of other climates, 
But the ſummer ſhall not 
make my paper diſmal, and 
therefore I will not deſcribe 
„ . eee 
My houſe will be quite | 

| finiſhed in about fix weeks. 
It hath coſt me a ſhameful 
1 > a 
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deal of money; but I am 


not afraid, that my wife and 
children, that I am to get in 
my dotage, ſhould upbraid 
me. The whole is tad. 
ſome, but nothing magnifi- 
cent, but the garret in which 
I have. lodged my books; 
and if I have been extrava- 
gant in doing them honour, 
I hope it will be pardoned ; 
becauſe I owe it in ſome 


meaſure. to them, that I was 


enabled to be at the expence; 


and 


BIOGRAPHICAL PREFACE, cx 
and gratitude, I hope, can 
excuſe the fault it occaſions. 
Some think it too ſplendid 


for me in my ſtation, and 


will contend it would have 


been wiſer and more decent 
to have locked my money in 
a cheſt, or ſent to Fance for 
ſocial claret, than to ſquan- 
e dee ee 
to enable them to procure 
beef and potatoes for thieir 
hungry families; and build 
an habitation too elegant for 


1 3 an 


exxxiv BIOGRAPHICAL PREFACE, 
an Iriſh prelate. Laudatur 
ab his, culpatur ab illis is the 
condition of every action 
that is done by thoſe who 
are placed in a way of life, 
that is expoſed either to flat- 
tery or envy; and I am re- 
ſigned under the common 
misfortune. Candour ſurely 
is all that can be expected, 
or ſhould be defired in life. 
J have the conſolation to 


hear, that every one ap- 
plauds my taſte and my con- 


trivance. 
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trivance. I ſerved my old 
houſe as MEpusa did the 
old man, cut it in pieces, 
cooked it up with my art, 
and made it young again. In 


my library, for they have 


dignified it with that conſi- 


derable name, I can ſay, hic 
ver berpetuum ac alienis men- 


ſbus eſtas. It is 64 feet 
long; at the eaſt is a bow 


- window that takes in a moſt 


_ variegated and extended 


proſpect. In a bright even- 


14 ing 
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ing the mountains in Wales 
are leen by an unaſſiſted eye; 
on the north the higheſt hills 
in Ireland, more than a de- 
gree diſtant from us, are be- 
held diſtinctly. The ocean 
with its iflands, a large river, 
an harbour rich with ſhips, 
a city, an univerſity, ſome 
villages, woods and mea- 
dos, and nearer hills of leſs 
and more cultivated height, 
are mingled together in the 
moſt amuſing contraſt, 
"I Three 
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Three windows on the ſouth 
overlook a range of nurſery- 
gardens, and meadows ever 
verdant, interſperſed with 
houſes, neat, white, and 
chearful, where induſtry and 
contentment ſeem married 
and become the parents of 


many children. Round the 


place, an half circle of lofty 


hills, faſhioned in the moſt 
delightful ſhapes like Vir- 
61L's Fame, tread on the 
earth, and lift their heads 


above 
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above the clouds. Could I 
have the Joy to ſee you. in 


Dublin, you ſhould. qwn, this 


deſcription not ſo yn... 
as the reality. The room is 
20 feet wide, and ny 16 
high. It is caved almoſt a 
third. An entablature of 


the Ionic order over round 1 
the whole room nailer. 
The frize is enriched with 
the Vitruvian ſcrole, adorned 


with its proper foliages. The 
ceiling is divided into three 


com- 


* * 
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compartments: : the diviſion i 
made agreeable by the plain ! 
Ntruvian fret, and the other 


work on the ceiling rather 


elegant than heavy and ex- 
panſive. The entablature is 
ſupported with two and thir- 
ty three-quarters columns of 
the Ionic order, which ſtand 
on a pedeſtal that goes round 
the room, exactly of the 
height of the window from 
the floor. In this pedeſtal | 
are my largeſt books, be- f 


_ tween 
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tween the pillars; my leſſer 
books are ranged uniformly 
round the room. In the 
welt fide is the chimney, 
formed in the beſt; taſte, of 
an Iriſſi marble of an excel- 
lent poliſh; over | which J 
will place a buſt of the Chan- 
cellor, and on one fide the 
Biſhop of Durham,; and if I 
can get a noble copy of Mr. 
EDWARD TALBöOr, by VAN 
DER B Ack, he ſhall adorn the 
other; and then the three 


perſons 


8 
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perſons deareſt to my heart, 
to whom I have had the 
higheſt (I had almoſt ſaid the 


only) obligations in life, will 


appear there to conſecrate 
my expence, and do them 
honour. In the eaſt end is 
my bow window, exactly 
half a circle, whoſe diameter 
is 10 feet. The glaſs is bent 
to anſwer the curvature of 
the building. 

I have explained to you 
the room at large, that you 


may 
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may call me an extravagant 
fellow, or juſtify me to thoſe 
who call me ſo. If I live 
and do well, I ſhall fpend 
my days here in an elegant 


and chearful retirement, in 
old age and the vale of life: 
if I do not, thoſe who come 
after me need not grudge 
what I have beſtowed ; be- 
cauſe, it will fell to ſome 
one who likes its beauty, 
perhaps for as much as it 
coſt, at leafl for as much as 


any 
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any, who complain of it, 
could deſerve. If I could 
ſee 1 my old Engliſi friend in 
it, it would give me infi- 
nitely more joy than all the 
dead fine landſkips I behold. 
My chief pleaſure here is 
in converſation with choſen 
friends, who bring learning 
into chit-chat, and are not 
aſhamed of being chearful, 
while they are talking on 
the moſt ſublime ſabje&s.— 
We endeavour to make the 

Muſes 
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Muſes, and all their polite 
arts, ſerve as handmaids to 
adorn real wiſdom ; and in- 
troduce into our hearts e- 
very truth, that can make 
us love the Creator, or make 
us worthy his love ; that can 


make us enjoy life ourſelves, 


or contribute to make others 
do ſo, with thankfulneſs as 
well as contentment and re- 
fignation. Gentlemen and 
ladies, old and young, rich 
and poor, ſoldiers and bi- 

. ſhops, 
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ſhops, meet together often in 
my library, and find ſome- 
thing in the converſation 
pleaſing, and not unuſeful to 
any of them. They all con- 
tribute their ſhare of the en- 
tertainment, and are moſt 
exquiſitely pleaſed when * 
pledies 319} rob ov od: 
Lou lee, my + n my 
baniſhment is not grievous, 


tho it was ſevere, when they 


removed me from buſineſs 


and an active life, among 


K my 
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my friends in my own. coun- 
try, they gave me OT 
CUM DiexITATE inſtead i of 
it; perhaps the ſweeteſt con- 


dition of man is to know 
what was beſt for him. 
I have filled this letter in 
talking on the orſt ſubject 

in the world, myſelf and my 
own concerns; but it is a 


fault that a friend will par- 
don, though it would be 
nauſeous to others and the 
more pardonable, becauſe in 

this 
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this corner of the world, no 
news or adventures can hap- 


pen, kit, to. fill a letter, 
1 hope. the very great wind 


wich we had on Sunday the 


13th of this month, did not 
reach you. Had it laſted 
long, it would have done in- 
credible miſchief; but as it 
was, it run thre the whole 
kingdom, killed ſome, and 
ruined many. 

My moſt an ſer- 
vice to your lady and mo- 
„Ius mmi 
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ther. I am, my dear 1 AV- 

n > 2913615 6 0 a 115 
Your moſt lincerely, N 
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Io the Rev. Deanx CLARKE. 


Barrington, Sept. 9, 1740. 


Mx Dear Friend, | 
FF 1 was not the moſt in- 


active mortal living, I 


would quickly come to you 
at Wincheſter, to aſſure you 


* Of Bretr. © 
| what 
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what eſteem and affection for 
you have &ver been in my 
heart; but, I believe, I mult 
defer my viſit to you till I 
can pay it in that city (Ex- 
eter), where I was educated, 
and which ſtill continues the 
delight of my imagination. 
Though I think it by far the 
fineſt! climate, and moſt a- 
greeable place of reſidence 
in England, yet it never ap- 
peared in ſo fair a light to 
me, as it will, when 1 ſee 
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you preſiding in its Cathe- 
dral. I have ſtill fome few 
valuable acquaintance leſt in 
that country, who will think 


themſelves happy in your 


F © 
> 


friendſhip, and rejoice to 


perform to you all the ſelf- 


rewarding duties of good 


confident they will think 


themſelves more obliged to 


me for making them known 


to you, than for all the o- 


ther civilities it has ever 


been 
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been in ,my-,power,;to::ſhew 
them. Sen in 
Vour "0 RY as n 
wh remember, is large; but 
gloomily ſituated under the 
ſhadow of the church; 
crowded with houſes in ſuch 


a manner, as not to ſuffer 


you to have any gardens of 
value; but the variety of 
public walks round the town, 
and the beauty of the land- 
ſcapes, and the warmth of 
the air, will make you am- 
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ple'aniends for every incon- 
venience at home, if any 
ſuch there be. But I am 
juſt informed that you have | 
not yet taken poſſeſſion of it. 
Whence this delay? I Hope 


it is not from indifference. 


If you go down next ſpring, 
J will offer you my compa- 
ny, if that can make the 
journey more agreeable.— 


You! will find there every 
thing that your hoſpitable 


heart can defire, in greater 
plenty, 
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plenty, greater elegance, and 
at leſs expence, than in any 
city in England, and, I may 
almoſt ſay, Ireland, if I am 
not deceived by my memo- 


ry and my friends. Forgive 


my indulging myſelf in the 
praiſes, of my firſt love, to 
one who is to enjoy her 


ed to Thule, far from ſun- 


Mine, and the converſation 
of thoſe friends, Whoſe com- 
pany would make even Thule 
pleaſant, 


U 
— < 


* — * 
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pleaſant, and ſunſhine for- 
gotten. If you have any 
taſte for gardening, and cul- 
tivating and amaſſing any 
kind of vegetable-riches, the 
trees there ſhoot with à more 
luxuriant verdure ; the flow- 


ers glow with warmer co- 


ours; and the fruits ripen 
to a richer flavour, than in 
any part of this iſland; and 


the ſig and the grape ſcarce 
deſire better ſkies. © 


9 210 I am 
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I am glad you are pleaſed 
with Col. FolLior; he is 
a ſenſible, friendly, upright 
man; indefatigable in oblig- 
ing thoſe for whom he has 
conceived an eſteem; and 
generous to the full extent 
of his fortune. He has a 


taſte for the beauties of na- 


ture, and indulges himſelf in 


the enjoyment of every ra- 


tional amuſement of that 


kind, which he can purchaſe 
with diſcretion. You and 
he 
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he have many things in com- 
mon, in the turn of your in- 
defati gable charity, to relieve 
the diſtreſſes of mankind; 
and our hoſpital for invalids, 
by his dexterity and dili- 


gence, was raiſed from being 


vox & preterea' nihil, into a 


comfort for many hundreds 
of unhappy wretches; and 
— OO ER 
kingdom; and whilſt it con- 
tinues ſo, will preſerve to 
poſterity an account of the 


vl fortitude, 


BIOGRAPHICAL /PREFACE. den 


fortitude,; and virtue, and 
wiſdom of FolLior. 

I intend to continue here 
till the meeting of the par- 
liament, and then to remove 
to Mr. Joux TALBZOr's, in 
Red Lion: ſquare. Vou know 
me well enough, to be ſure 
that the chief call 1 have in- 
to England is to enjoy the 
company of thoſe friends, 
to whoſe family and affec- 
tion I owe all the good for- 
tune of my life. Inclination 


and 
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and gratitude united in de- 
termining me to | undertake 


my preſent journey. I de- 
ſign to continue the winter 
and ſpr ing in London, and in 
the beginning of the ſuramer 
_ lee my Other friends, and 
then return to Heland for e- 
ver. 1 grow too old, and 
too inactive, to propoſe any 
future expeditions. I have 


recovered my health and 
ſpirits, but not my ſtrength. 
I am mfinitely better than 


CVETrT - 
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ever I expected, or could 
even hope for, without pre- 
ſumption; hut yet the effects 
of a diſtemper, as well as the 
infirmities of old age, will 
diſable me from any proſpe& 
of being hereafter fit for any 
thing, but talking in an el- 
bow chair. 

I own to you, my friend, 


my ſituation in Feland is as 
agreeable to me as any pol- 
fibly could be, remote from 
the early- friendſhips of my 
life. 
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life. I have been ſerved as 


PLaTo in his common-wealth 


would have Hou R treated; 
" Firſt,” ſays the Philoſo- 


pher, do him honours, re- 


“ ward his merit, and then 
c —baniſh him.“ At Dub- 


tn 1 enjoy the moſt delight: 


ful habitation, the fineſt land- 
ſcape, and the mildeſt ch- 
mate, that can be deſcribed 


or deſired. I have a houſe 


there rather too elegant and 


magnificent; in the north an 


ealy | 


= 
— O'S _ I 1 
r . 


nns 
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eaſy dioceſe, and a large re- 
venue. I have but thirty- 
five beneficed clergymen un- 
der my care, and they are all 
regular, decent, and neigh- 
bourly: each hath conſider- 
able and commendable gene- 
ral learning; but not one is 
eminent for any particular 
branch of knowledge. And 
I have rather more curates, 
who are allowed by their 
rectors ſuch a ſtipend, as 
hath, alas! tempted moſt of 


* them 
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them to matry; and it is not 
uncommon to have curates 
that are fathers of eight or 
ten children, without any 
thing but an allowance of 
forty pounds a year to ſup- 
port them. 
The only diſcipline that 
I have as yet exerted, hath 
been to- diſcard three out of 
my dioceſe, who, though re- 
fuſed certificates by me and 
my clergy, have obtained 
good livings in America, and 


found 


BIOGRAPHICAL PREFACE. clxin 
found room for repentance. 
If their former misfortunes 
have been a warning to them, 
J rejoice at their ſucceſs; 
but if they are once more 
negligent of their conduct, 
there is no farther beneficial 
pardon for their follies in 
this life, though they ſhould 
fincerely ſeek it with tears. 
My Dean, your kinſman, 
is much beloved at Derry, 
and is highly delighted with 
the preferment. That place 
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was the firſt object of his 
fondneſs, and agrees with his 
conſtitution; his wife was 
born in it, and is related to 
great numbers near it. He 
is very generous, and a great 
economiſt; lives ſplendidly, 
yet buys eſtates; and equally 
takes care of his reputation 
and his family. The income 
is above 1 gool. per ann. but 
he hath ſeven curates, to 
whom he is generous. It is 
a preferment which will in- 


creaſe 
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creaſe daily, and the out- 
goings continue the ſame. It 
is now a clear 1000l. and 
will next year be probably 
| better. I have only room 


to aſſure you that I am, 


Yours moſt ſincerely, 
T. DERRY. 


i. 


2» 


Dr. RunDLE had been a 
valetudinary thro' life, and 
his conſtitution, ſoon after 
this period, was perceptibly 
yielding to the inveteracy of 
13 the 
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the chronic diſorder under 


which he laboured. His 
life Was protracted Aa few. 


years by medical - aſſiſtance, 
He died at his palace in 
Dublin on the 14th of April, 
1743, ſcarcely ſixty years 
old. The ſubjoined letter, 
written a ſhort time before, 
evinces the firmneſs with 
which he awaited the hour 
of diſſolution. 
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To; Archdeacon.. S. 


Dublin, March 22, 1742-3. 


A DIEU—for ever—Per- 
haps I may be alive 


when this comes to your 
hayds—more probably not; 
but in either condition, 
your ſincere well-wiſher.— 


Believe me, my friend, there 


is no comfort in this world, 
but a life of virtue and piety; 
and no death ſupportable, 
L. « | 1 4 but 
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but one comforted by Chriſ- 
tianity, and its real and ra- 
tional hope. The firſt, I 
doubt not, you experience 
daily May it be long before 
you experience the ſecond ! 
—T have lived to be Conviva 
ſatur, — paſſed through good re- 
Port and evil report have 


not been injured more than 


outwardly by the laſt, and 
ſolidly benefitted by the for- 


mer. May all who love the 


truth in CHRIST JEsvs, and 


ſincerely 
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ſincerely obey the Goſpel, be 
happy ! For they deſerve to 
be ſo, Who (Anu Awan) ſeek 
truth in the ſpirit of love. 


Adieu I have no more 
ſtrength. —--My affectionate 
laſt adieu to your lady. 


T. DERRY. 


Of teſtamentary gratitude, 
he is an inſtance worthy imi- 
tation. The various bene- 
fices he enjoyed through the 


intereſt 
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intereſt of the TALBOT fami- 
ly, enabled him very com- 
mendably to accumulate a 
ſum not leſs than twenty 
thouſand pounds, the greater 
part of which devolved by 
his will to the Hon. Jons 
TALBOT, ſecond ſon of the 
Chancellor, whom he con- 
ſtituted his executor and re- 
ſiduary legatee. Nor was 
this diſpoſal of his fortune 
in any point of view a par- 
tiality to be blamed, as he 
| had 
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had ſurvived. the nearer con- 
nections of his own family. 

His perſon was ſlender, 
and not inelegantly formed, 
as appears from an original 
portrait in the collection of 
the late Archbiſhop SECRER 
at Cuddeſden, when Biſhop 
of Oxford. | 

A character ſo engaging, 
and diſtinguiſhed by ſo ma- 
ny virtues, could not, in the 
ſcale of human perfection, 
be ſuppoſed to exiſt without 


1ts 


Fri 
4 
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its concomitant weakneſſes. 
It has been objected to him, 
that, excepting with his pa- 
tron's family, he was preci- 


pitate in forming friendſhips, 


and as ready to relinquiſh 


them, induſtrious to obtain 


that, which, when gained, 
he would treat with infult- 
ing indifference. It is but 
juſtice to allow, that ſuch 
charges have been made, as 
upon theſe grounds he felt 
the ſarcaſm of Mr. GEORGE 


STUBBS, 
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STUBBS, an approved writer, 
in a copy of verſes, entitled, 
Pickle Friendſhip ; though at 
the time that it was neceſſary 
for his friends to vindicate 
him, he found ample juſtice 
in a poem called the Athenan 
Statue, by the ſame author. 
It may be neceſſary, in 
apology to the public, to re- 
peat, that theſe letters arc 
not propoſed. to them as mo- 
dels of epiſtolar) excellence, 
as abounding in novel ſenti- 


ments, 
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1 A ments, or as being unuſually 
happy in the expreſſion. of 
them ; but in their degree, 


as a literary curioſity, and 
Fi | reflecting the beſt founded 
praiſe upon the writer of 
them, who, waving the ſu- 
periority of intellectual ac- 
quirements, poſſeſſed un- 


queſtionably the moſt ami- 


. 
- 2x Ode > 
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